ER:\INTrU^E  & DOCKING  URBM  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1919 » 

.Public  Health  Offices, 
St.  Peter's  Close, 

• Booking. 


November  1940. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  an  interim 
report  on  the  health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  tho  Braintree  «Sc  Booking  Urban 
District  for  the  year  1939*  Present  day  conditions  have  made  it  necessary 
that  the  usual  annual  report  he  curtailed,  and  accordingly  statistics  have  been, 
in  the  main,  eiiminated.  For  similar  reasons  no  separate  report  is  being 
submitted  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  whose  v/ork  for  the  year  is  included 
in  this  brief  reviev/. 


The  health  of  the  District  during  the  year  has  been 
good  and  there  has  been  no  serious  epidemic  of  infectious  disease. 


INFECTIOUS  DISE.\5E. 


During  the  year  cases  of  notifiable  infectious 


disease  occurred  as  follo?;s;- 


Scarlet  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia 
+ V/hcoping  Cough 


26  cases. 
2 " 

2 " 

2 ” 


+ VJhooping  Cough  and  Measles  were  made  generally  notifiable  in 
November  1939* 

No  cases  of  measles  were  notified  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  reception  into  the  District  of  over  2,000 
evacuees  in  September  did  not  lead  to  any  increase  in  the  number  of  notified 
cases  of  infectious  disease. 


TUBEF.CULOSIS . 

and  these  were  made  up  as 


New  cases  notified  during  the  year  were  19  in  number 
follows 


Male . 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


Female . 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


8 


2 


6 


3 


TTATE?.  SUPPLIES. 


During  the  year  the  supply  for  the  District  was 
obtained  from  both  the  Kotley  Road  and  Booking  Wells,  owing  to  a progressively 
increasing  demand.  Pumping  was  generally  continuous  at  the  Notley  Road 
Waterworks  but  the  pumping  level  remained  stationary  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

A report  was  obtained  from  Herbert  Lapworth  Partners,  Consulting  Engineers, 
d’oring  the  year  regarding  the  possibility  of  a.ugmenting  the  water  supply  of  the 
District.  This  report  T?as  under  consideration  at  the  outbreak  of  war,  and  it 
would  seem  inadvisable  to  postpone  much  longer,  consideration  of  this  matter. 

For  emergency  purposes  the  well  at  Messrs.  Courtaulds’ Booking  Works,  is  available 
and  this  is  capable  of  delivering  20,000  to  25,000  gallons  per  hour  in  the  event 
of  interruption  to  normal  supplies. 


Samples  from  both  Notley  Road  and  Rocking  Wells  were 
analysed  during  the  year,  and  the  following  reparts  received  from  the  Cotpity 
Ba  cter iologist : - 


B?a^J??rREE 


"This  sample  is  clear  and  bright,  of  normal  colour,  neutral 
in  reaction,  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a negligible 
trace  of  iron.  The  water  has  moderate  hardness,  a high 
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but  not  excessive  content  of  so.linity,  and  is  of  satisfactory 
organic  and  bactorial  purity  in  which  respects  it  is  considered 
wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes." 

BOOKING  ■-  "This  sample  is  clear  and  bright,  of  normal  colour,  neutral  in 

reaction  and  free  from  iron  or  other  metals.  The  water  is  very 
hard  in  character  although  not  to  an  excessive  degree;  contains 
no  excess  of  salinity,  and  is  of  satisfactory  organic  and 
bacterial  purity,  although  the  bacterial  content  is  rather  high. 
The  water  is  considered  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes." 


paths. 

Sampl'^s  from  the  two  swimming  baths  in  the  District  were 
analysed  during  the  season  with  satisfactory  results. 

SS?1£P.AGE . Drain  tree  Sewage  Works , 

The  effluent  from  these  v^orks  continues  to  be  very 
unsatisfactory.  The  scheme  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Surveyor  for  enlarging  and 
modernising  the  vrorks  v/as  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Health;  a Public  inquiry 
was  held  but,  owing  to  the  outbreak  of  v;ar,  no  further  action  had  been  taken  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Booking  Sewage  Works. 

These  works  continued  to  yield  a very  satisfactory  effluent 

throughout  the  year. 

The  sewer  was  extended  in  the  Notley  Road  area  diiring  the 
year.  Due  to  this  extension  and  to  other  informal  action  ^6  pail  closets  were 
abolished  and  v/ater  closets  provided.  Emptying  of  pail  closets  by  the  Comcil's 
contractors  was  abolished  during  the  year.  Private  arrangements  were  in  force - 
for  the  remaining  93  pail  closets  in  the  District. 


INSPECTIONS. 


These  were  carried  out  as  usual  during  the  year  in  respect 
of  Meat  and  Food  and  of  licensed  and  registered  premises.  The  total  amount  of 
unsound  food  condemned  during  the  year  v/as  77912'  lb.  (3»148  tons).  In  all  cases 
the  unsound  food  v/as  surrendered  and  destroyed  vdthout  recourse  to  legal  proceedings. 


FUSING. 

Slum  Clearance.  By  December  3-939?  23  Clearance  Areas  had  been  declared 
involving  196  houses.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  tables  given  below,  proceedings  in 
respect  of  these  areas  were  well  advanced  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

(1)  Number  of  Houses  to  be  dealt  vdth  under  Slum  Clearance  Programme. 
Clearance  Areas.  Population.  Individual  Demolition.  Population. 


285 


799 


45 


56 


(2)  Houses  dealt  with  at  December  31st,  1939» 

(a)  Clearance  Areas.  Confirmed 

Areas  Declared.  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders. 

No. of  houses.  I96  52 

(b)  Individual  Demolition. 


Clearance 

Orders.  Demolished. 

161  111 


No.  of  houses  demolished  - 3^ 

No.  of  houses  closed  on  Undertaking  - 5 


r/ACUATIO;?. 

A great  deal  of  time  during  the  year,  and  particularly 
from  September  had  to  be  devoted  to  this  work.  The  work  included  the  survey  of  the 
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housing  accommodation  in  the _ District,  and  the  compilation  of  a list  of  billets. 
When  evacuation  began  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  was  responsible  for  billeting. 

. ^ For  the  accommodation  of  children  who  had  proved  to  be 
difficult  to  billet  in  ordinary  houses,  the  empty  house  - Boleyns',  Church  Lane, 
Bocking,  vmis  taken  over  for  a hostel  and  proved  a very  useful  safety  valve  in  a 
trying  period. 


evacuees  had  dwindled  to 


By  the  end  of  the  year  the  original  number  of  2038 

w orlL  « 


AJR  R,\ID  PRECAUTIONS. 

. . Priority  was  given  to  v;ork  under  this  heading  throughout 

-*e  ye,-r  in  the  organisation  of  the  Casualty  Services,  in  the  training  of 
pcrso^el  in  First  Aid  for  all  services.  The  following  comprised  the 
Casualty  Services  for  the  District  at  the  end  of  the  ycar;- 

2 Fixed  First  Aid  Posts  - 

1 at  St.  Tvlichael's  Hospital,  Rayne  Road. 

1 at  W.J.  Courtauld  Hospital. 

1 Mobile  First  Aid  Post. 

2 First  Aid  Points  - 

1 at  Hay  Lane. 

1 at  Bocking, 

6 Auxiliary  Ambulances. 


4 First  Aid  Parties  (3  Braintree,  1 Bocking) 
and  cars  for  sitting  cases. 

Collective  training  for  these  was  proceeding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

HEALTH  SFRVTCV.q. 

- . , These  have  been  maintained  as  far  as  possible  on  pre-war 

^inp^s,  c-nd  expanded  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  additional  population.  This  was 

services  provided  by  the  Essex  County  Council,  by  their 
..e<-l.n  Visitors  and  at  the  Combined  Treatment  Centre,  Coggeshall  Road. 

,,  _ The  n\Mber  of  raidwives  practising  in  the  area  is  7 

(ocunty  ^o-uici_.  - 1,  District  Nurse  Midwives  - 3j  Independent  - 3). 


There  are  no  registered  nursing  homes  in  the  District, 


v^-re  11C-P  pf  - n laboratory  facilities  provided  by  the  County  Council 
Here  ^aae  use  ci  as  lollows;— 


Specimen. 

Diphtheria . 
Sputa. 

T^hoid. 

Ringworm, 

C-eneral. 

Milk  Ice  Cream, 
Water. 


Niimber  Examined, 

145 

91 

14 

1 

81 

8 

6. 


4.,  , , -finaj-ly  I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 

Members  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  Lpport 
Co^-mcxl  s Oi-icers  for  their  valued  co-operation  since  my  appointment. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

lour  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM. J.  MOFFAT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


iff, 


■I 


